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A pendentive is a constructive device permitting the placing of a circular dome over a square room or an elliptical dome over a rectangular room.

The squinches are the architectural support that transition weight from the dome down to the piers.


In the mosque of Selim II they allow the round base of the dome to join octagon formed by the piers. A complex system of exterior buttresses support the east and west piers and do most of the work to hold up the massive weight of the dome. These buttresses are artfully hidden among the exterior porticos and galleries.
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~ semidome
Halfa dome formed by a vertical section,
as over a semicirular apse.

cul-de-four
Asemidome or quarter-sphere vault,as
overan aps¢ or niche.

pendentive
‘Aspherica triangl forming the transition
from the circular plan of a dome 20 the
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lunette

Anarea n the plane of a wall framed by
an arch or vault, containing a window,
painting,or sculpture.

pendentive dome
Asphericaldome formed by removing four
Seqments 50 that t merges with ts
pendentives and sivs on  square plan.
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inside comerof asquare tower 1o support
the sideof asuperimposed octagonal
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