West and Central Asia

500 B.C.E1980 C.E.




HAYDAR
] @chronicalihere
There's literally no such thing as the
*Middle East®. Middle of the East to what?
It can only exist as such in relation to

the West. It's purely a product of the
eurocentric orientalist gaze that sought to

imagine and box a entire region of diverse
people into a sole label.

@ ' 5L @NewSandr2 - 12h

It's the first time | realize that the term "Middle
East" is actually considered a colonial
construct




history.unchained - Follow
Original audio

history.unchained 10w

© - “Middle East”... Middle to whom?
Middle to what? + @

Nawal El Saadawi reminds us that
language is never neutral — it carries
power, history, and ideology.

In this powerful clip, Egyptian feminist,
writer, and thinker Nawal El Saadawi
challenges the colonial language we
use to describe our world.

She asks:

 Why do we still say "Middle East"?
¢ Who decided it is “middle"?

¢ Middle in relation to what — and to

WHO:s whom?
PRAKASAKA

| NAWAL EL SAADAWI

we need to decolonize the language

@WHOISPRAKASAX

Qv

Liked by traynormoya and others
September 4

Speaker: Nawal El Saadawi

) g Add a comment...



https://www.instagram.com/reel/DOLc0W1CPeX/?igsh=MWhjdW1uaW11d3Fz
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181. Petra, Jordan: Treasury and Gres
Temple

Great Temple

3

c. 400 B.C.ELOO C.E.
Cut rock
Complex = 65,000 acres!
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Petra Complex
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Theme: City Planning
Adaptation to Environment



It takes more than a day to visit all
t he sight s. Petr a
the famous monastery ( El

Deir) and treasury (Al Khazneh).
Petra sprawls for miles with many
other monuments that must be
visited such as the Lonely Cave and
Silk Tomb. Moreover, it takes a while
to get to each site. For instance, the
monastery is a good hour long hike.



Treasury Khazneh

131ft high




Treasury Interior




Monasteryc EIDeir

148ft high



Petra Theatre
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Its water conduit system was ahead of its time.

The Nabataea managed to control flash floods

which often occurred by use of dams and T AR
cisterns. From this, their storage of water LR
helped during periods of drought which also Q? CHE)
made the city prosper from its sale. The water :

irrigation can be viewed today from the Wetercharnel > A

various sweeping gorges.
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ISLAM



The Life of the Prophet Muhammad

A Muhammad (570 8632ce) : Ohi ghl
prai sed, 6 ol audabl e. ¢

A Born in Mecca (Saudi Arabia); in the
power ful tribe of t he

A A human prophet

A Poet, soothsayer, judge; also political,
military and religious leader.



Basic Terms & Orientation

A Islam : the name of the monotheistic tradition that
looks to Muhammad as the final prophet. (The term
| 1Tterally means osurrenderod

A Muslim : term used for a person who professes the
religion of Islam; those who adhere to the faith and
traditions of Islam. (LI ter
submits. 0)

A Umma : refers to the community of believers made up
of all the Muslims of the world. (Literally means
onationodé or ocommunityao).
A Kor an/ Q:usacr@dsoripture for Muslims; believed
to have been revealed by God to the Prophet
Muhammad. (Literally means




What are the Basic |slamic Beliefs?

1 One, Tnique, Incomparable God, Whe has no son or partner
Aliak iz the proper name of god. “The Sod ™
2 Beliet in God's Eevealed Books: Torah, Inpl (Bible) & CQuran

5 Beliet in prophets of God: Adam, Neah, Ishimael, Isaac,
Jacob, Moses, Jesus and the Final Prophet and Messenger
Iuhatmmad [ peace be upon them)

4 Beliet in the Day of Tudement When all of humanity will be
held accountable for their deeds.

5 Beliet in the Angels of God
& Belief in "Qadar’. Predestine and Due Measure.

% Infiocence of Humanland at Birth,

B Mo Intermediary between God and Humans,




A Organized into 114 chapters,
called suras.

A Written in Arabic: recited in
Arabic.

A Meccan suras and Medinan
suras

" A Text is understood as offering

The sacred oguidance for th
_ clear sign for those who can
text of Islam understand. 6
The Koran A Recitation, or revelation, of

what God plans to reveal to
humanity

Source of image: http://www.indiana.edu/~rcapub/v21n1/p15.html



http://www.indiana.edu/~rcapub/v21n1/p15.html

5 Pillars

Five Pillars of Islam

: . Fasting in o
Declaration Obligatory | Compulsory . onthi Pilgrimage

of faith prayer giving B mada to Mecca




THE FIVE PILLARS OF ISLAM

These are the duties of Islam, the religion of Muslims.
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To pray five times
each day:
i1 Fajr - Before Sunrise
.3 Zuhr - Early Afternoon
Asr - Late Afternoon
Maghrib - After Sunset

Isha - Night.

To believe in no God
but Allah and that
Muhammad is his

prophet and the
messenger of Allah.

YRS,

To give a share of
personal wealth to helpf

people in need and [}

=

support the Muslim [
community. ©

-

To give up food and
drink during
daylight hours in the
month of Ramadan.

To perform a
pilgrimage to Makkah
at least once in
a lifetime.
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The Migration from Mecca to Medina

A FirstMuslims 8dKhadijah; Ali ( Muhar
and son-in-law - married to Fatima); other family
members; members from humble classes.

A Suffered persecution & ex. Bilal, a black slave &
exposed to the hottest part of the day with a heavy
rock on his chest (later became prominent as the one
who calls the for prayer).

A 622: migration of Muslims from Mecca to Medina (city
of the prophet) & known as the Hijra.

A Period of struggle between the Meccans and the
Medinans; eventually Muhammad rededicated the
temple (the Kadba) 1 n Mecca
city to Islam (Smith 230).

A Muhammad died in 632, the head of an empire.



A Koran names 25 prophets,
Including Noah, Abraham,
Moses Jesus and Muhammad.

\

AMuhammad is the 0
(khatam) of the prophets 0 the
last, the one that validates
previous prophecy.

Muhammad

ACame to oOotransmit
was t he 0 Bssude anew and established

of the through it a universal
Lommuni ty uphngap t he
Prophets O(Denny, Intro to Islam, 69).
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Mecca, Saudi Arabia
Islamic. Prdslamic monument
Rededicated by Muhammad in 68B2 C.E.; multiple renovations
Granite masonry, covered with silk curtain and
calligraphy in gold and silvarapped thread.
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Theme: Buildings built on important sites

49ft tall x 34ft wide



‘ alexploringlife - Follow
Original audio

0 alexploringlife Edited = 1w
4 The Last of Egypt's Brocade Masters

~

[l About the craft: = This craft once
made the Kiswa — the sacred black
exterior curtain of the Kaaba in Mecca. »
Senior calligraphers would pen Qur'anic
verses and ornamentation on pitch-
black silk, which was padded and

brocaded. « Embroidery used pure gold,
gold-plated silver, and pure silver
threads. = A single Kiswa took one full
year to complete; for 7 centuries Egypt
supplied a new one each year until the
final Egyptian Kiswa (=1962) — which
was rejected and is now displayed at

the National Museum of Egyptian
Civilization.

1 2 About the workshop:
6,085 likes
November 5

" f{'«t‘—‘\"' ,&’AW:""‘" W
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g Add a comment...


https://www.instagram.com/reel/DQrN19MDBof/?igsh=MWN5Z2ZtZ2tvZHZkZQ%3D%3D
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DQrN19MDBof/?igsh=MWN5Z2ZtZ2tvZHZkZQ%3D%3D
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DQrN19MDBof/?igsh=MWN5Z2ZtZ2tvZHZkZQ%3D%3D
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DQrN19MDBof/?igsh=MWN5Z2ZtZ2tvZHZkZQ%3D%3D

Mosque Complex = over 40 acres

183. The&Kaaba
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Gathering at the&kaaba



Comer "of Syria"

5]

Stru&ure Made

[Corner "of Iraq”

Hatim

Stone of Ismail

Silk Cloth

"Kiswa" .

Replaced "R
Every Year :

Walls of
Marble
Corner of
Yemen

. : ) ‘ Originally part of the
Columns of : St n - Kaaba, marked by half-
Wood o 2 B 1105 of gm ) > wall. Contains the
Marble p- Y y - graves of Hagar and
Exterior o - g . Ismail. Considered
wall i’ A P & holy land.
= N . 1o the celling

Rings to hold the

cover ; ¥ - i | < o \——Remforcement to help rain water

run-off
Black Stone

Southeast Corner

Door - recovered in gold
East wall

Band of Marble 1 Al-Multazam
Marks the start of circumambulation == unr e lalYE wall between door and the Black Stone
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The mosque Is made up of about
3,840,000 square feet (356,800 square

meters or 88.2 acres) and holds up to
820,000 worshippers.

Great video on the Kaaba

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wUNFaWL3Jxg

A 1315 illustration from the Jami-dbwarikh
inspired by theSirahRasulAllah story of
Muhammad and thévleccanclan elders lifting
the Black Stone into place.



&i @ theoldbahrain - Follow

theoldbahrain Edited - 1w

First photo of the city of Makkah, taken
in 1881 by Egyptian-born Muhammad
Sadiqg Bey. He had traveled several
times to Hijaz as treasurer of the
pilgrims’ caravan, first visiting in 1861
and taking with him a device known as
a wet-plate collodion camera which
used glass-plate negatives.

In 1881 Bey, who wrote four books
about his visits to the Grand Mosque
and the Prophet’'s Mosque, returned to
the Hijaz and became the first person to
take photographs of the holy cities of

e A o R B B I

© Qv W

253 likes

November 5

Log in to like or comment.



https://www.instagram.com/reel/DQ9fzY5CG9D/?igsh=eDM4OGc1aDd4ZWt6
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DQ9fzY5CG9D/?igsh=eDM4OGc1aDd4ZWt6

185. Dome of the Rock

-
| b—— “ L - . =3 - B e —

Jerusalem, Palestine
Islamic. Umayyad.
691-692 C.E. with multiple renovations
Stone masonry and wooden roof decorated with glazed ceramic tile, mosaics
and gilt aluminum and bronze dome.
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Theme: Religious Spaces/Domes
Buildings built on Important Sites
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Christian
Quarter __

——— Major streets
Other streets
- Old City Wall
1 Steps
BB Ppoints of interest
Green belt

14097E




The Garden Tomb

4 Herods Gate

Damascus Gate

MUELIM Lions Gate 8 -‘+

4 Rockefeler Muzeum
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* 4 David
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The Gihan Spring
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A The Foundation Stone or Rock is the name of the
rock at the heart of the Dome of the Rock In
Jerusalem. It is also known as the Pierced Stone
because It has a small hole on the southeastern
corner that enters a cavern beneath the rock,
known as the Well of Souls.

A It is the holiest site in Judaism; Jewish tradition
views it as the spiritual junction of Heaven and
Earth. Jews traditionally face it while praying, In
the belief that it was the location of the Holy of
Holies in the Temple



A According to Islamic tradition, the rock is the spot
from which the Islamic prophet Muhammad ascendec
to Heaven accompanied by the angel Gabriel.

Muhammad was taken here by Gabriel to pray with
Abraham, Moses, and Jesus.

A According to Jewish tradition, the stone is the site
where Abraham prepared to sacrifice his son Isaac. |
the story of the neaisacrifice in the Quran, the son Is
not named, but the majority opinion among Muslims
Is that the son was Ishmael rather than Isaac



ZOHRAN MAMDANI'S SOCIALIST PROMISES

s Less than 24 hours after
; winning the NYC Mayor
election, he has ordered all NYC



186. Great Mosgue (MaspelJamel)

4 1
X

Isfahan, Iran
Islamic. Persian

Selijuk [FKhanid Timurid andSafavidDynasties c. 700 C.E.;
additions and restorations in the 1418", and 20" centuries C.E.
Stone, brick, wood, plaster, and glazed ceramic tile.



SOUTH DOME & MIHRAEB
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Mosque Dimensions

328ft long
4271t vv_ide Tessellatiorg
174ft high interlocking

mathematical shapes

Arabesqueg flowing
floral and vegetive

Theme: Houses of Worship
https://www.instagram.com/reel/CiVEhqZkj/?igshid=MDJmNzVKMY%3D



https://www.instagram.com/reel/CjVFh_-qZkj/?igshid=MDJmNzVkMjY%3D
https://www.instagram.com/reel/CjVFh_-qZkj/?igshid=MDJmNzVkMjY%3D
https://www.instagram.com/reel/CjVFh_-qZkj/?igshid=MDJmNzVkMjY%3D

Courtyard

Minarets show where the gibla is located



Mihrab (prayer room)
Qiblahc direction of Mecca
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lwan ¢ vaulted space open
to courtyard

Mugarnasc cusped niches in
Islamic architecture

Prayer Halt faces thelwan



Naghshe JahanSquare
1 Masjede Shah The Pinnacle dbafavidArchitecture
2 ThelLotfollahMosque- The Private Room of the Shah's Harem
3 AliQapuPalace
4 The Imperial Bazaar




Water plays an important role in Islam. On Friday, the holy day, Muslims
must wash their hands and feet before entering the mosque. Water is also
representative of the oasis areas that allowed for the spread of Islam.
Courtyards have, for centuries, been meeting places for the community.



In the Mihrab (prayer room) the raised staircase allows the religious leader to
deliver the message to the peoplelihnrabsare usually covered with carpet, as
Muslims are required to pray kneeling on carpet facing Mecca.












10" century book binding/cover



