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THE SILK ROAD



NABATAEANS



181. Petra, Jordan: Treasury and Great 
Temple 

Nabataean (Ptolemaic and Roman)
c. 400 B.C.E.-100 C.E.

Cut rock
Complex = 65,000 acres!

Great Temple
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Petra Complex









Petra Complex

Theme: City Planning
               Adaptation to Environment



It takes more than a day to visit all 

the sights. Petra isnôt just made up of 

the famous monastery ( El 

Deir) and  treasury (Al Khazneh). 

Petra sprawls for miles with many 

other monuments that must be 

visited such as the Lonely Cave and 

Silk Tomb. Moreover, it takes a while 

to get to each site. For instance, the 

monastery is a good hour long hike.



Treasury - Khazneh

131ft high



Treasury Interior



Monastery ς El Deir 

148ft high



Petra Theatre



Its water conduit system was ahead of its time. 
The Nabataea managed to control flash floods 
which often occurred by use of dams and 
cisterns. From this, their storage of water 
helped during periods of drought which also 
made the city prosper from its sale. The water 
irrigation can be viewed today from the 
various sweeping gorges.



ISLAM



The Life of the Prophet Muhammad

ÅMuhammad (570 ð 632 CE): òhighly 

praised,ó òlaudable.ó

ÅBorn in Mecca (Saudi Arabia); in the 

powerful tribe of the Qurõash (Koreish).

ÅA human  prophet

ÅPoet, soothsayer, judge; also political, 

military and religious leader. 



Basic Terms & Orientation
Å Islam : the name of the monotheistic tradition that 

looks to Muhammad as the final prophet. (The term 
literally means òsurrenderó or òsubmission.ó)

ÅMuslim : term used for a person who professes the 
religion of Islam; those who adhere to the faith and 
traditions of Islam. (Literally means òone who 
submits.ó)

ÅUmma : refers to the community of believers made up 
of all the Muslims of the world. (Literally means 
ònationó or òcommunityó). 

ÅKoran/Qurõan: sacred scripture for Muslims; believed 
to have been revealed by God to the Prophet 
Muhammad. (Literally means òrecitation.ó) 





The sacred 
text of Islam :
 The Koran

ÅOrganized into 114 chapters, 
called suras.

ÅWritten in Arabic; recited in 
Arabic. 

ÅMeccan suras and Medinan 
suras

ÅText is understood as offering 
òguidance for the worldó or òa 
clear sign for those who can 
understand.ó

ÅRecitation, or revelation, of 
what God plans to reveal to 
humanity 

Source of image: http://www.indiana.edu/~rcapub/v21n1/p15.html

http://www.indiana.edu/~rcapub/v21n1/p15.html


5 Pillars





The calling of the prophet

ÅCommission occurred in 610 C.E.: 

The Night of Power

ÅAngel Gabriel appeared and 

commanded Muhammad to 

òRecite!ó

ÅKhadija became his first convert.

άtǊƻŎƭŀƛƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘ ǿƘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘΗ 

Created man from a clot of blood.

Proclaim: Your Lord is the Most Generous

Who teaches by the pen;

¢ŜŀŎƘŜǎ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƪƴŜǿ ƴƻǘΦέ                          Koran 96: 1-3 (quoted by Smith, 226). 



The Migration from Mecca to Medina

ÅFirst Muslims ð Khadijah; Ali (Muhammadõs cousin 
and son-in -law  - married to Fatima); other family 
members; members from humble classes. 

ÅSuffered persecution ð ex. Bilal, a black slave ð 
exposed to the hottest part of the day with a heavy 
rock on his chest (later became prominent as the one 
who calls the for prayer). 

Å  622: migration of Muslims from Mecca to Medina (city 
of the prophet) ð known as the Hijra.

ÅPeriod of struggle between the Meccans and the 
Medinans; eventually Muhammad rededicated the 
temple (the Kaõba) in Mecca; mass conversion of the 
city to Islam (Smith 230). 

ÅMuhammad died in 632, the head of an empire. 



Muhammad 

was the òSeal 

of the 

Prophetsó

ÅKoran names 25 prophets, 
including Noah, Abraham, 
Moses Jesus and Muhammad. 

ÅMuhammad is the òsealó 
(khatam) of the prophets ð the 
last, the one that validates 
previous prophecy. 

ÅCame to òtransmit the old 
message anew and established 
through it a  universal 
community [é] the ummaó 
(Denny, Intro to Islam, 69). 



183. The Kaaba

Mecca, Saudi Arabia
Islamic. Pre-Islamic monument

Rededicated by Muhammad in 631-632 C.E.; multiple renovations
Granite masonry, covered with silk curtain and 
calligraphy in gold and silver-wrapped thread.
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49ft tall  x  34ft wide

Theme: Buildings built on important sites



How the Kiswa is Made

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DQrN19MDB
of/?igsh=MWN5Z2ZtZ2tvZHZkZQ%3D%3D 

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DQrN19MDBof/?igsh=MWN5Z2ZtZ2tvZHZkZQ%3D%3D
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DQrN19MDBof/?igsh=MWN5Z2ZtZ2tvZHZkZQ%3D%3D
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DQrN19MDBof/?igsh=MWN5Z2ZtZ2tvZHZkZQ%3D%3D
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DQrN19MDBof/?igsh=MWN5Z2ZtZ2tvZHZkZQ%3D%3D


183. The Kaaba

Gathering at the Kaaba

Mosque Complex = over 40 acres









The mosque is made up of about 
3,840,000 square feet (356,800 square 
meters or 88.2 acres) and holds up to 
820,000 worshippers.

Great video on the Kaaba
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wUNFaWL3Jxg

A 1315 illustration from the Jami al-Tawarikh, 
inspired by the Sirah Rasul Allah story of 
Muhammad and the Meccan clan elders lifting 
the Black Stone into place.



1881

Video 
1970

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DQ9fzY5CG9
D/?igsh=eDM4OGc1aDd4ZWt6 

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DQ9fzY5CG9D/?igsh=eDM4OGc1aDd4ZWt6
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DQ9fzY5CG9D/?igsh=eDM4OGc1aDd4ZWt6


185. Dome of the Rock 

Jerusalem, Palestine
Islamic. Umayyad.

691-692 C.E. with multiple renovations
Stone masonry and wooden roof decorated with glazed ceramic tile, mosaics, 

and gilt aluminum and bronze dome. 
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¢ƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǊƻŎƪΣ ǘƘŜ άSakhraέ
Theme: Religious Spaces/Domes
               Buildings built on Important Sites









Diameter = 66ft
Height = 67ft

Exterior octagon: 
total H 116ft





185. Dome of the Rock - Jerusalem 



185. Dome of the Rock - Jerusalem 



ÅThe Foundation Stone or Rock is the name of the 
rock at the heart of the Dome of the Rock in 
Jerusalem. It is also known as the Pierced Stone 
because it has a small hole on the southeastern 
corner that enters a cavern beneath the rock, 
known as the Well of Souls. 

ÅIt is the holiest site in Judaism; Jewish tradition 
views it as the spiritual junction of Heaven and 
Earth. Jews traditionally face it while praying, in 
the belief that it was the location of the Holy of 
Holies in the Temple.



ÅAccording to Islamic tradition, the rock is the spot 
from which the Islamic prophet Muhammad ascended 
to Heaven accompanied by the angel Gabriel. 
Muhammad was taken here by Gabriel to pray with 
Abraham, Moses, and Jesus.

ÅAccording to Jewish tradition, the stone is the site 
where Abraham prepared to sacrifice his son Isaac. In 
the story of the near-sacrifice in the Quran, the son is 
not named, but the majority opinion among Muslims 
is that the son was Ishmael rather than Isaac





186. Great Mosque (Masjid-e Jameh)

Isfahan, Iran
Islamic. Persian

Selijuk, Il-Khanid, Timurid, and Safavid Dynasties c. 700 C.E.; 
additions and restorations in the 14th, 18th, and 20th centuries C.E.

Stone, brick, wood, plaster, and glazed ceramic tile.
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Mosque Dimensions
328ft long
427ft wide
174ft high

Theme: Houses of Worship 

https://www.instagram.com/reel/CjVFh_-qZkj/?igshid=MDJmNzVkMjY%3D

Tessellation ς 
interlocking 
mathematical shapes

Arabesques ς flowing 
floral and vegetive

https://www.instagram.com/reel/CjVFh_-qZkj/?igshid=MDJmNzVkMjY%3D
https://www.instagram.com/reel/CjVFh_-qZkj/?igshid=MDJmNzVkMjY%3D
https://www.instagram.com/reel/CjVFh_-qZkj/?igshid=MDJmNzVkMjY%3D


Courtyard

Minarets show where the qibla is located 



Mihrab (prayer room)
Qiblah ς direction of Mecca





Iwan ς vaulted space open
            to courtyard

Muqarnas ς cusped niches in
                      Islamic architecture

Dome
Prayer Hall ς faces the Iwan



Naghsh-e Jahan Square
   1 Masjed-e Shah - The Pinnacle of Safavid Architecture
   2 The Lotfollah Mosque - The Private Room of the Shah's Harem
   3 Ali Qapu Palace
   4 The Imperial Bazaar



Water plays an important role in Islam. On Friday, the holy day, Muslims 
must wash their hands and feet before entering the mosque. Water is also 
representative of the oasis areas that allowed for the spread of Islam. 
Courtyards have, for centuries, been meeting places for the community.



In the Mihrab (prayer room) the raised staircase allows the religious leader to 
deliver the message to the people. Mihrabs are usually covered with carpet, as 
Muslims are required to pray kneeling on carpet facing Mecca.



мутΦ Cƻƭƛƻ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ vǳǊΩŀƴ

Arab
North Africa or Near East.

Abbasid c. eighth to ninth century C.E.
Ink, color, and gold on parchment.

фέ Ȅ  мнΦрέ
MS M. 712, fols 19v-20r  -  Surat Al-ΩAnkabut (The Spider)
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мутΦ Cƻƭƛƻ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ vǳǊΩŀƴ
open 2 page spread

Theme: Calligraphy





10th century book binding/cover


