
Ancient Mediterranean 

3,500 B.C.E -300 C.E.









12. White Temple and its ziggurat 

Uruk (modern Warka, Iraq)
Sumerian

c. 3500-3000 B.C.E
Mud brick
40 ft high

1



Theme: Religious Centers



Theme: Religious Centers



12. White Temple and its ziggurat 

White Temple and its ziggurat (reconstruction drawing) 







14. Statues of votive figures

From the Square Temple at Eshnunna (modern Tell Asmar)
Sumerian

c. 2700 B.C.E
Gypsum inlaid with shell and black limestone 

11in to 30in high



Theme: Shrine Figures 





16. Standard of Ur 

From the Royal Tombs at Ur (modern Tell el-Muqayyar)
Sumerian

c. 2600-2400 B.C.E
Wood inlaid with shell, lapis lazuli, and red limestone

8.5 x 20 x 5 in

Peace

2



16. Standard of Ur

War



Theme: Narrative in Art
              Battle Scene









Warka (Iraq) Relics
Summerian

Warka Vase
3200-3000 B.C.E

Alabaster

Lady of Uruk
3100 B.C.E.

Marble



19. The Code of Hammurabi

Babylon (modern Iran) 
Susian

c. 1792-1750 B.C.E
Basalt

7 feet 5 inches high

1



Theme: Human and Divine



25. Lamassu

From the citadel of Sargon II
Dur Sharrukin (Modern Khorsabad, Iraq) 

Neo-Assyrian
c. 720-705 B.C.E

Alabaster
13 feet tall



Theme: Hybrid figures
               Guardians



https://twitter.com/rafatalkhatib_/status/1498
976862508363778?s=10 

https://twitter.com/rafatalkhatib_/status/1498976862508363778?s=10
https://twitter.com/rafatalkhatib_/status/1498976862508363778?s=10










How we went from many Near East 
kingdoms into the Persian Empire and 

then the shriking again
https://youtube.com/shorts/zRssM7tD
Qos?si=6bPpU4FpNb-BPgkR 

https://youtube.com/shorts/
Qbm_R4XIBC8?si=0HNxqH36
Db_rGH4W 

https://youtube.com/shorts/zRssM7tDQos?si=6bPpU4FpNb-BPgkR
https://youtube.com/shorts/zRssM7tDQos?si=6bPpU4FpNb-BPgkR
https://youtube.com/shorts/zRssM7tDQos?si=6bPpU4FpNb-BPgkR
https://youtube.com/shorts/zRssM7tDQos?si=6bPpU4FpNb-BPgkR
https://youtube.com/shorts/Qbm_R4XIBC8?si=0HNxqH36Db_rGH4W
https://youtube.com/shorts/Qbm_R4XIBC8?si=0HNxqH36Db_rGH4W
https://youtube.com/shorts/Qbm_R4XIBC8?si=0HNxqH36Db_rGH4W


How we went from many Near East 
kingdoms into the Persian Empire and 

then the shrinking again
Cyrus, Darius, Xerxes, Ataxerxes

https://youtu.be/7AE2JRGCGqE?si=pDfxNtoHdUT2ZTVc 

https://youtu.be/7AE2JRGCGqE?si=pDfxNtoHdUT2ZTVc


300 film clips

ÅXerxes in his Palace (how the movie displays 
him)
ï https://youtu.be/MkKO-Z_Sjm4?si=7I9okSVA7Xqkjr6f 

ÅImmortals (stop at 1:45)
ï https://youtu.be/XIAFwgrkyYk?si=k0_4idCz52uN_2ou 

ÅSpartans What is your Profession
ï https://youtu.be/aNa3Co83_gk?si=zuhGNxhty14cjtxC 

https://youtu.be/MkKO-Z_Sjm4?si=7I9okSVA7Xqkjr6f
https://youtu.be/MkKO-Z_Sjm4?si=7I9okSVA7Xqkjr6f
https://youtu.be/MkKO-Z_Sjm4?si=7I9okSVA7Xqkjr6f
https://youtu.be/MkKO-Z_Sjm4?si=7I9okSVA7Xqkjr6f
https://youtu.be/XIAFwgrkyYk?si=k0_4idCz52uN_2ou
https://youtu.be/XIAFwgrkyYk?si=k0_4idCz52uN_2ou
https://youtu.be/aNa3Co83_gk?si=zuhGNxhty14cjtxC
https://youtu.be/aNa3Co83_gk?si=zuhGNxhty14cjtxC


30. Audience Hall (apadana) Of Darius 
and Xerxes

Persepolis,Iran
Persian

c. 520-465 B.C.E
Limestone
69 feet tall

2





30.Audience Hall (apadana) Of Darius 
and Xerxes

Apadana stairway





Theme: Ceremonial Spaces









29. Sarcophagus of the Spouses

Etruscan
c. 520 B.C.E
Terra cotta

6 feet long x 4 feet high



Theme: Funerary Marker



31. Temple of Minerva and sculpture 
of Apollo

 

Veii Near Rome, Italy c.510-500 B.C.E
Etruscan Master sculptor Vulca

Original temple of wood, mud brick, or tufa (volcanic rock)

3





Theme: Ceremonial Spaces



31. Sculpture of Apollo 
at Temple of Minerva

Master Sculptor Vulca
c. 510-500 B.C.E

Terra cotta sculpture 
рΩммέ ǘŀƭƭ 



Theme: Figure in Movement



32. Tomb of the Triclinium

Tarquinia, Italy
Etruscan

c.480-470 B.C.E
Tufa and fresco

1

Theme: Fresco Mural



FRESCO

https://youtu.be/ZnzOHiDeU9E?si=j2qXhDfaF-glG8-z 

https://youtu.be/ZnzOHiDeU9E?si=j2qXhDfaF-glG8-z
https://youtu.be/ZnzOHiDeU9E?si=j2qXhDfaF-glG8-z
https://youtu.be/ZnzOHiDeU9E?si=j2qXhDfaF-glG8-z
https://youtu.be/ZnzOHiDeU9E?si=j2qXhDfaF-glG8-z
https://youtu.be/ZnzOHiDeU9E?si=j2qXhDfaF-glG8-z


Ancient Egypt





13. Palette of King Narmer

Predynastic Egypt
c. 3000-2920 B.C.E

Greywacke
25 inches high

Front Back

2



Theme: Symbols in Art

Front



15. Seated scribe

Saqqara, Egypt
Old Kingdom Fourth Dynasty

c.2620-2500 B.C.E
Painted limestone 

21 inches high

1



Theme: Human figure in Art



17. Great Pyramids (Menkaura, Khafre, 
Khufu) and Great Sphinx

Giza, Egypt
Old Kingdom Fourth Dynasty 

c. 2490-2472 B.C.E
Cut limestone 

2



17. Great Pyramids

Khufu = 480 ft high
Khafre = 450 ft high
Menkaure = 213 ft high

Sphinx
66 ft high
241 feet long



https://giza.mused.org/en/guided
/266/inside-the-great-pyramid 

https://giza.mused.org/en/guided/266/inside-the-great-pyramid
https://giza.mused.org/en/guided/266/inside-the-great-pyramid
https://giza.mused.org/en/guided/266/inside-the-great-pyramid
https://giza.mused.org/en/guided/266/inside-the-great-pyramid
https://giza.mused.org/en/guided/266/inside-the-great-pyramid
https://giza.mused.org/en/guided/266/inside-the-great-pyramid
https://giza.mused.org/en/guided/266/inside-the-great-pyramid
https://giza.mused.org/en/guided/266/inside-the-great-pyramid
https://giza.mused.org/en/guided/266/inside-the-great-pyramid








Theme: Commemoration of Ruler



King Khufu's boat... 

It dates back to 2580 BC. 

It was found 

disassembled in a pit 

adjacent to the pyramid 

and it consists of 1224 

pieces. 

The symbols carved into 

each piece indicate its 

location within the hull so 

that the ship could be 

reassembled in the 

afterlife. 

In fact, it was reassembled 

by modern-day 

archaeologists! 

It is now on display in the 

Grand Egyptian Museum 

next to the Great Pyramid.














