
Global Prehistory 

30,000-500 B.C.E



Paleolithic ς 35,000BCE ς nomads 
(paleo=old) (lithic=stone)

Neolithic ς Switch from nomadic 
hunter/gatherers to farmers with 
domesticated animals  
  Europe: 4,000-1,500BCE
  Near East: 6,000-3,500BCE





THE BACK STORY, THE STORY OF HUMANS

ÅModern humans first appeared about 200,000 years ago

ÅThe last Ice Age ended in 30,000 B.C.E 

ÅPainting and sculpture first appeared around 29,000-

25,000 B.C.E (this is also about when humans turned up 

in the Americas)



ÅThere are examples of prehistoric art from 
around the globe but when we think of 
cave people art, what we are usually 
thinking of is Europe.  

ÅIt is important to remember that this time 
in human history witnessed an 
unprecedented expansion of humans 
across the globe along with catastrophic 
climate change.  



ÅThe stone age, as it are called, is when 
the last ice age occurred.  Seas were 
suddenly solid, allowing humans to travel 
great distances in search of increasingly 
scarce food.  And we can wonder if there 
was something about the catastrophe 
that drove them to create the first art, 
but we don't really know.  

ÅIt started in Africa, spread throughout 
Europe, Asia and the Americas.



Reconstruction Drawing of Mammoth -Bone Houses . c. 16,000ï10,000 BCE. 

What was life like for these Upper Paleolithic people?  And why 
do we think they believed in an afterlife?



These early humans are genetically 
identical to us.  They are not what we 
think of as neandertals, bent over and 
excessively hairy.  They are our ancestors.  
It was cold, it was dark, it was a rough 
time to be alive.  They were hunters and 
gatherers, following the wandering herds 
of mammoth and other large game.  They 
would have been very aware of the 
changing seasons, looking forward to the 
moderate warming of the spring.  They 
would have been intensely interested in 
all things that provide nutrients- mostly, 
animals.  And they would have been most 
in awe of the thing that seemed most 
illusive- abundance. 



Reconstruction of Lepenski Vir House/Shrine . 6000 BCE. 



Çatalhöyük, Turkey . 7400ï6200 BCE. 



Sesklo Stone Foundation House . 6500 BCE. 



Early Construction Methods (Line Drawing). 



Neolithic Building Methods . 6000 BCE. 



ά±Ŝƴǳǎέ ƻŦ Willendorf

Willendorf, Austria
c. 28,000 - 25,000 B.C.E. 

Oolitic limestone tinted with ochre
4 and 3/8 inches







Themes:
Universality
Womanhood/Motherhood
Fertility



EUROPE
PART ONE





2. Great Hall of the Bulls 

Lascaux, France
Paleolithic Europe. 15,000-13,000 B.C.E

Rock Painting 
Largest bull is 11ft long
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Theme: Animals in Art



Rock Paintings

According to current Art Historical thinking, rock paintings are the very first 
ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ άŀǊǘΦέ  IǳƳŀƴǎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ трΣллл ./9Φ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŀǊǘ 
shows that humans were aware of certain stable, unchanging things around them 
like: the stars, things on the earth.  
The rock paintings are almost always of human or animal forms.  And given the 
reality of their existence, it should be no surprise that early humans would choose 
to so painstakingly depict animals, which were the key to their survival.
Some historians believe these were made to symbolically capture the animal.  
Some believe they are coded symbols of universal structure and duality- male and 
female. 
 Most recently, we think they had more to do with documenting the changing 
seasons through the presence of certain species.  And we also now think that the 
reason there are so many in France is because of population explosion, the need to 
re-inforce political power, and the increase in communication.







The United Nations 
Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization

https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/85/ 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/85/
https://www.travelandleisure.com/usa-exit-from-unesco-11778054?link_source=ta_first_comment&taid=68a869dbebe52c0001dbf6b9&utm_campaign=travelandleisure&utm_content=photo&utm_medium=social&utm_source=Facebook.com&utm_term=68a869dbebe52c0001dbf6b8


AFRICA



4. Running horned woman 

Tassili ƴΩ!ƧƧŜǊ, Algeria 
6,000-4,000 B.C.E
Pigment on rock 
19.8f H x 9.9ft W

Hierarchy of Scale!!



I know Algeria is not in Europe, but it is on the 
Mediterranean and not near southern and 
western Africa like the rest of the Africa stuff!

Theme: Masks and Headdresses



https://www.bradshawfound
ation.com/africa/african_rock
_art/index.php

https://www.bradshawfoundation.com/africa/african_rock_art/index.php
https://www.bradshawfoundation.com/africa/african_rock_art/index.php
https://www.bradshawfoundation.com/africa/african_rock_art/index.php


1. Apollo 11 stones

Namibia
c. 25,500-25,300 B.C.E. 

Charcoal on stone
рέ Ȅ пΦнрέ



Theme: Animals in Art and
               Murals





Pacific



9. Ambum Stone

Ambum Valley, Enga Province, Papua New Guinea
c. 1500 B.C.E
Greywacke

7.8 inches high 





Theme: Animals in Art



11. Terra cotta fragment 

Lapita Solomon Island, Reef Islands
1000 B.C.E

Terra cotta (incised)
3 inches high



Lapita pottery has been 
misunderstood from the day it was 
discovered when an archaeologist 
picked up a piece of pottery from 
the bottom of his pit. Some natives 
arriving on the scene exclaimed 
"Xaapeta!" Which means "He dug a 
pit!" Unfortunately the scientist 
thought the natives were getting 
excited about the piece of rubble 
he was holding in his hand and 
decided that the exclamation 
"Xaapeta" was the name of the 
culture the pottery represented. 
Unfortunately he misheard them 
and decided the word said was 
Lapita, and through his "scientific" 
paper, the Lapita name has stuck.

Theme: Geometrics in Art



EUROPE
PART 2



8. Stonehenge

Wiltshire, UK
Neolithic Europe c. 2,500-1,600 B.C.E

Sandstone 
108 ft diameter

24 ft high
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Cool Article:
https://www.npr.org/2024/08/15/nx-s1-
5076832/stonehenge-altar-stone-mystery-
scotland?fbclid=IwY2xjawEwS9BleHRuA2FlbQI
xMAABHbsudOF_IaLbh05_k0t9XZ9KcIxvPL64_a
NxzLvY_ejPigU4CpSE9yHg8A_aem_XUU0SaNLs
dVtbb4HKAm8ww 

https://www.npr.org/2024/08/15/nx-s1-5076832/stonehenge-altar-stone-mystery-scotland?fbclid=IwY2xjawEwS9BleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHbsudOF_IaLbh05_k0t9XZ9KcIxvPL64_aNxzLvY_ejPigU4CpSE9yHg8A_aem_XUU0SaNLsdVtbb4HKAm8ww
https://www.npr.org/2024/08/15/nx-s1-5076832/stonehenge-altar-stone-mystery-scotland?fbclid=IwY2xjawEwS9BleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHbsudOF_IaLbh05_k0t9XZ9KcIxvPL64_aNxzLvY_ejPigU4CpSE9yHg8A_aem_XUU0SaNLsdVtbb4HKAm8ww
https://www.npr.org/2024/08/15/nx-s1-5076832/stonehenge-altar-stone-mystery-scotland?fbclid=IwY2xjawEwS9BleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHbsudOF_IaLbh05_k0t9XZ9KcIxvPL64_aNxzLvY_ejPigU4CpSE9yHg8A_aem_XUU0SaNLsdVtbb4HKAm8ww
https://www.npr.org/2024/08/15/nx-s1-5076832/stonehenge-altar-stone-mystery-scotland?fbclid=IwY2xjawEwS9BleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHbsudOF_IaLbh05_k0t9XZ9KcIxvPL64_aNxzLvY_ejPigU4CpSE9yHg8A_aem_XUU0SaNLsdVtbb4HKAm8ww
https://www.npr.org/2024/08/15/nx-s1-5076832/stonehenge-altar-stone-mystery-scotland?fbclid=IwY2xjawEwS9BleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHbsudOF_IaLbh05_k0t9XZ9KcIxvPL64_aNxzLvY_ejPigU4CpSE9yHg8A_aem_XUU0SaNLsdVtbb4HKAm8ww
https://www.npr.org/2024/08/15/nx-s1-5076832/stonehenge-altar-stone-mystery-scotland?fbclid=IwY2xjawEwS9BleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHbsudOF_IaLbh05_k0t9XZ9KcIxvPL64_aNxzLvY_ejPigU4CpSE9yHg8A_aem_XUU0SaNLsdVtbb4HKAm8ww
https://www.npr.org/2024/08/15/nx-s1-5076832/stonehenge-altar-stone-mystery-scotland?fbclid=IwY2xjawEwS9BleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHbsudOF_IaLbh05_k0t9XZ9KcIxvPL64_aNxzLvY_ejPigU4CpSE9yHg8A_aem_XUU0SaNLsdVtbb4HKAm8ww
https://www.npr.org/2024/08/15/nx-s1-5076832/stonehenge-altar-stone-mystery-scotland?fbclid=IwY2xjawEwS9BleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHbsudOF_IaLbh05_k0t9XZ9KcIxvPL64_aNxzLvY_ejPigU4CpSE9yHg8A_aem_XUU0SaNLsdVtbb4HKAm8ww
https://www.npr.org/2024/08/15/nx-s1-5076832/stonehenge-altar-stone-mystery-scotland?fbclid=IwY2xjawEwS9BleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHbsudOF_IaLbh05_k0t9XZ9KcIxvPL64_aNxzLvY_ejPigU4CpSE9yHg8A_aem_XUU0SaNLsdVtbb4HKAm8ww
https://www.npr.org/2024/08/15/nx-s1-5076832/stonehenge-altar-stone-mystery-scotland?fbclid=IwY2xjawEwS9BleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHbsudOF_IaLbh05_k0t9XZ9KcIxvPL64_aNxzLvY_ejPigU4CpSE9yHg8A_aem_XUU0SaNLsdVtbb4HKAm8ww
https://www.npr.org/2024/08/15/nx-s1-5076832/stonehenge-altar-stone-mystery-scotland?fbclid=IwY2xjawEwS9BleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHbsudOF_IaLbh05_k0t9XZ9KcIxvPL64_aNxzLvY_ejPigU4CpSE9yHg8A_aem_XUU0SaNLsdVtbb4HKAm8ww
https://www.npr.org/2024/08/15/nx-s1-5076832/stonehenge-altar-stone-mystery-scotland?fbclid=IwY2xjawEwS9BleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHbsudOF_IaLbh05_k0t9XZ9KcIxvPL64_aNxzLvY_ejPigU4CpSE9yHg8A_aem_XUU0SaNLsdVtbb4HKAm8ww
https://www.npr.org/2024/08/15/nx-s1-5076832/stonehenge-altar-stone-mystery-scotland?fbclid=IwY2xjawEwS9BleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHbsudOF_IaLbh05_k0t9XZ9KcIxvPL64_aNxzLvY_ejPigU4CpSE9yHg8A_aem_XUU0SaNLsdVtbb4HKAm8ww
https://www.npr.org/2024/08/15/nx-s1-5076832/stonehenge-altar-stone-mystery-scotland?fbclid=IwY2xjawEwS9BleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHbsudOF_IaLbh05_k0t9XZ9KcIxvPL64_aNxzLvY_ejPigU4CpSE9yHg8A_aem_XUU0SaNLsdVtbb4HKAm8ww
https://www.npr.org/2024/08/15/nx-s1-5076832/stonehenge-altar-stone-mystery-scotland?fbclid=IwY2xjawEwS9BleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHbsudOF_IaLbh05_k0t9XZ9KcIxvPL64_aNxzLvY_ejPigU4CpSE9yHg8A_aem_XUU0SaNLsdVtbb4HKAm8ww
https://www.npr.org/2024/08/15/nx-s1-5076832/stonehenge-altar-stone-mystery-scotland?fbclid=IwY2xjawEwS9BleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHbsudOF_IaLbh05_k0t9XZ9KcIxvPL64_aNxzLvY_ejPigU4CpSE9yHg8A_aem_XUU0SaNLsdVtbb4HKAm8ww


Theme: Ritual Centers/Places of Worship



Sconehenge













Plan of Stonehenge and Its Surrounding Settlements . 







MEXICO



3. Camelid sacrum in the shape of a 
canine

Tequixquiac, central Mexico
14,000-7,000 B.C.E

Bone 
рΦнрέ Ȅ тΦрέ





Theme: Animals in Art



10. Tlatilco female figurine

Central Mexico, site of Tlatilco 
1,200-900 B.C.E

Ceramic
3.75 inches high



Tlatilco ς 
Pronounced t-la-til-co

Theme: Depictions of Human Figure 
               Duality





Western & Eastern
ASIA

tƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ŏŀƭƭ ƛǘ ǘƘŜ aƛŘŘƭŜ 9ŀǎǘ



5. Beaker with ibex motifs

Susa, Iran 
4,200-3,500 B.C.E
Painted terra cotta
ммΦрέ Ȅ сΦрέ 



Similar ς 
same time 
period


