Global Prehistory

30,006500 B.C.E



Paleolithicg 35,000BCE nomads
(paleo=old) (lithic=stone)

Neolithic¢ Switch from nomadic
hunter/gatherers to farmers with
domesticated animals
Europe: 4,004,500BCE
Near East: 6,003,500BCE



Dating Conventions and Abbreviations

B.C.=before Christ
B.C.E.=before the Common Era

A.D.=Anno Domini (the year of our Lord)
C.E.=Common Era

C. or ca.=circa C.=century



THE BACK STORY, THE STORY OF HUMAN(

A Modern humans first appeared about 200,000 years
A The last Ice Age ended in 3BMME&

A Painting and sculpture first appeared around 29,000
25,000 B.C.E (this is also about when humans turne
In the Americas)



AThere are examples of prehistoric art fror
around the globe but when we think of
cave people art, what we are usually
thinking of Is Europe.

Alt is important to remember that this time
IN human history witnessed an
unprecedented expansion of humans
across the globe along with catastrophic
climate change.



AThe stone age, as it are called, is when
the last ice age occurred. Seas were
suddenly solid, allowing humans to travel
great distances In search of increasingly
scarce food. And we can wonder If there
was something about the catastrophe
that drove them to create the first art,
but we don't really know.

Alt started in Africa, spread throughout
Europe, Asia and the Americas.



What was life like for these Upper Paleolithic people? And why
do we think they believed in an afterlife?

Reconstruction Drawing of Mammoth -Bone Houses . c. 16,0001 10,000 BCE.



These early humans are genetically
identical to us. They are not what we
think of as neandertals, bent over and
excessively hairy. They are our ancestors
It was cold, it was dark, it was a rough
time to be alive. They were hunters and
gatherers, following the wandering herds
of mammoth and other large game. They
would have been very aware of the
changing seasons, looking forward to the
moderate warming of the spring. They
would have been intensely interested in
all things that provide nutrientanostly,
animals. And they would have been most
In awe of the thing that seemed most
llusive- abundance.
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Reconstruction of Lepensk



Turkey . 74001 6200 BCE.

Catalhoytk



. 6500 BCE.

Sesklo Stone Foundation House



Early Construction Methods (Line Drawing).




Neolithic Building Methods . 6000 BCE.
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Willendorf Austria
c. 28,000 25,000 B.C.E.
Ooliticlimestone tinted with ochre
4 and 3/8 inches



HOT Mesopotamian women in YOUR
AREA!!I
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Themes:

Universality
Womanhood/Motherhood
Fertility



EUROPE
PART ONE



Grave goods always get me because this is 400 BC, this is a skull of a
young girl, eight years old or something. Think about how much time all
those took to make. Somebody loved her a lot




2. Great Hall of the Bulls

Lascaux, France
Paleolithic Europe. 15,0018,000 B.C.E
Rock Painting
Largest bull is 11ft long
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Theme: Animals in Art



Rock Paintings

According to current Art Historical thinking, rock paintings are the very first
SEIF YL S&a 2F &l NI o¢ | dzYl ya &Gl NGSR R2A
shows that humans were aware of certain stable, unchanging things around them
like: the stars, things on the earth.

The rock paintings are almost always of human or animal forms. And given the
reality of their existence, it should be no surprise that early humans would choose
to so painstakingly depict animals, which were the key to their survival.

Some historians believe these were made to symbolically capture the animal.
Some believe they are coded symbols of universal structure and duabig and
female.

Most recently, we think they had more to do with documenting the changing
seasons through the presence of certain species. And we also now think that the
reason there are so many in France is because of population explosion, the need to
re-inforce political power, and the increase in communication.






Door
Hall of the Bulls
Terminal passage

Entrance zone

/ Great Fissure

Passageway

Locality of the
Upside-down Horse

Nave

Prehistoric Wall Painting (Line Drawing)

Silted-up Chamber

Solid rock

Ledge
Sandy clay soil
Gours

Scree Chamber of the Felines
Masonry

Modified floor

Course of the floor Southern shaft

Maximum extent

50 [AEAD0E

Change in slope 0 10m

3

Course of the fagade

Based on topographical data
from: Claude BASSIER



The United Nations
Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization

U.S. Announces Exit From UNESCO—Heres What

It Means for Travelers

The State Department cites political concerns, but UNESCO vows to keep its global doors open to all travelers.



https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/85/
https://www.travelandleisure.com/usa-exit-from-unesco-11778054?link_source=ta_first_comment&taid=68a869dbebe52c0001dbf6b9&utm_campaign=travelandleisure&utm_content=photo&utm_medium=social&utm_source=Facebook.com&utm_term=68a869dbebe52c0001dbf6b8

AFRICA



4. Running horned woman
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Hierarchy of Scale!!

Tassily Q! , lgefaNJ
6,0004,000 B.C.E
Pigment on rock
19.8f Hx 9.9ftW



| know Algeria is not in Europe, but it is on the
Mediterranean and not near southern and
ALGERIA western Africa like the rest of the Africa stuff!

Theme: Masks and Headdresses



https://www.bradshawfound
ation.com/africa/african rock
art/index.php



https://www.bradshawfoundation.com/africa/african_rock_art/index.php
https://www.bradshawfoundation.com/africa/african_rock_art/index.php
https://www.bradshawfoundation.com/africa/african_rock_art/index.php

1. Apollo 11 stones

Namibia
c. 25,50025,300 B.C.E.
Charcoal on stone
pé E nodHpE



WO(L\JDERWERK CAVE
o
APOLLO 11 CAVE

Theme: Animals in Art and
Murals
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Pacific



9. AmbumStone

AmbumValley,EngaProvince, Papua New Guinea
c. 1500 B.C.E
Greywacke
7.8 inches high
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Theme: Animals in Art

LPARUASNEW GUINEA'S




11. Terra cotta fragment
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LapitaSolomon Island, Reef Islands
1000 B.C.E
Terra cotta (incised)
3 inches high



Matahenus
aaneivd Beliona

Lapita pottery has been
misunderstood from the day it was
discovered when an archaeologist
S eonnel] picked up a piece of pottery from
oo B btearms the bottom of his pit. Some natives
g arriving on the scene exclaimed
S OIR GO0 s "Xaapetd' Which means "He dug a
pit!" Unfortunately the scientist
thought the natives were getting
excited about the piece of rubble
he was holding in his hand and
— decided that the exclamation
Reefortr "Xaapetd was the name of the
indispensable culture the pottery represented.
Unfortunately he misheard them
and decided the word said was
Lapita, and through his "scientific"

indispensatle paper, the Lapita name has stuck.

Reef South

e
Peka

Rennell
Islands

Indispensable
Reef Middle

Australia

Theme: Geometrics in Art



EUROPE
PART 2



8. Stonehenge

Wiltshire, UK
Neolithic Europe c. 2,560,600 B.C.E
Sandstone
108ft diameter
24 ft high



Cool Article:


https://www.npr.org/2024/08/15/nx-s1-5076832/stonehenge-altar-stone-mystery-scotland?fbclid=IwY2xjawEwS9BleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHbsudOF_IaLbh05_k0t9XZ9KcIxvPL64_aNxzLvY_ejPigU4CpSE9yHg8A_aem_XUU0SaNLsdVtbb4HKAm8ww
https://www.npr.org/2024/08/15/nx-s1-5076832/stonehenge-altar-stone-mystery-scotland?fbclid=IwY2xjawEwS9BleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHbsudOF_IaLbh05_k0t9XZ9KcIxvPL64_aNxzLvY_ejPigU4CpSE9yHg8A_aem_XUU0SaNLsdVtbb4HKAm8ww
https://www.npr.org/2024/08/15/nx-s1-5076832/stonehenge-altar-stone-mystery-scotland?fbclid=IwY2xjawEwS9BleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHbsudOF_IaLbh05_k0t9XZ9KcIxvPL64_aNxzLvY_ejPigU4CpSE9yHg8A_aem_XUU0SaNLsdVtbb4HKAm8ww
https://www.npr.org/2024/08/15/nx-s1-5076832/stonehenge-altar-stone-mystery-scotland?fbclid=IwY2xjawEwS9BleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHbsudOF_IaLbh05_k0t9XZ9KcIxvPL64_aNxzLvY_ejPigU4CpSE9yHg8A_aem_XUU0SaNLsdVtbb4HKAm8ww
https://www.npr.org/2024/08/15/nx-s1-5076832/stonehenge-altar-stone-mystery-scotland?fbclid=IwY2xjawEwS9BleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHbsudOF_IaLbh05_k0t9XZ9KcIxvPL64_aNxzLvY_ejPigU4CpSE9yHg8A_aem_XUU0SaNLsdVtbb4HKAm8ww
https://www.npr.org/2024/08/15/nx-s1-5076832/stonehenge-altar-stone-mystery-scotland?fbclid=IwY2xjawEwS9BleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHbsudOF_IaLbh05_k0t9XZ9KcIxvPL64_aNxzLvY_ejPigU4CpSE9yHg8A_aem_XUU0SaNLsdVtbb4HKAm8ww
https://www.npr.org/2024/08/15/nx-s1-5076832/stonehenge-altar-stone-mystery-scotland?fbclid=IwY2xjawEwS9BleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHbsudOF_IaLbh05_k0t9XZ9KcIxvPL64_aNxzLvY_ejPigU4CpSE9yHg8A_aem_XUU0SaNLsdVtbb4HKAm8ww
https://www.npr.org/2024/08/15/nx-s1-5076832/stonehenge-altar-stone-mystery-scotland?fbclid=IwY2xjawEwS9BleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHbsudOF_IaLbh05_k0t9XZ9KcIxvPL64_aNxzLvY_ejPigU4CpSE9yHg8A_aem_XUU0SaNLsdVtbb4HKAm8ww
https://www.npr.org/2024/08/15/nx-s1-5076832/stonehenge-altar-stone-mystery-scotland?fbclid=IwY2xjawEwS9BleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHbsudOF_IaLbh05_k0t9XZ9KcIxvPL64_aNxzLvY_ejPigU4CpSE9yHg8A_aem_XUU0SaNLsdVtbb4HKAm8ww
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Theme: Ritual Centers/Places of Worship



Sconehenge
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STONEHENGE PERIOD IIIC, WILTSHIRE

Stonehenge from the east, as it might have appeared In the
final phase of its construction, about 1 550 BC
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3. Cameligsacrum in the shape of a
canine

Tequixquiaccentral Mexico
14,0007,000 B.C.E
Bone
pPHPE E T dpé



-
lequixquiac &
Mexico, Mexico

® 2011 Maphill,




Theme: Animals in Art



10. Tlatilcofemale figurine

Central Mexico, site oflatilco
1,200900 B.C.E
Ceramic
3.75 inches high



Tlatilcog
Pronounced da-til-co

Tlatilcoe :
® Viexico

Theme: Depictions of Human Figure
BIVENY
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5. Beaker with ibex motifs
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